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My Countrymen and Fellow-Subjetts. 


S ſuch Haveck has been already made in the 
South, by that Diſtemper which of late 


hath appeared among you; and as your Liveli- 
hoods depend 1n a great Meaſure upon the Health 
of your Cattle, out of a Regard to the Nations 
Intereſt in general, and yours in particular; I 


have ſpent a few leiſure Hours in drawing up 


this Treatiſe, which I ſubmit to your candid and 
unprejudic d Peruſal, in hope that yr” 1 N 
me to be, what I truly am, 


Your Unknown Friend, 
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A Plea for Beaſts, &c. 


\ \ 7 HIL E Men acknowledge themſelves un2 

der a Law with reſpect to God and their 
Neighbour, too many are lawleſs in their Beha- 
viour towards the Brute Creation, But tho' by Pa- 


tent from Heaven, Dominion 1s given us over 


the inferior Part of God's Creation, and we may of 
Right make Brutes ſubſervient to our Eaſe, Plea- 
ſure and Happineſs, yet our Dominion is not 40 
folute; we are not at Liberty to treat them as we 
pleaſe. They were given for /, and not as Sub- 


jects upon which we might exerciſe our Cruelty ; 


and we ought to conſider them as /en/itive, tho 
not rational Creatures, and behave towards them 
accordingly, We ought to uſe them while /zv- 
ing with all becoming Tenderneſs, and when Rea- 
ſons call for their Death, to inflict it in ſuch 
Manner. as ſhall render them as little ſenſible of 


the Violence offered, as is conſiſtent with the 


Ends and Purpoſes of their Death, | 
BUT my Deſign leads me more particularly to 


conſider, how we ought to behave towards them, 
as Creatures liable to, or actually labouring under 


bodily Diſtempers. 
WE ought to provide for them ſuitable Me- 
dicines when Sick, if any have been diſcovered 


effective of a Cure; but more eſpecially we ought 


ta uſe all proper precautionary Means of prevent- 
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ing any Diſorders among them. We ought to 
take Care that their Food A wholeſome, and have 
no T endency to breed Diſorders among them; 


and if Diſtempers have actually ſeized 1 we 
ought to purſue all probable Methods for their 


Relief. If the Murrain or other infectious Diſor- 


der prevail in the Country, we ſhould diligently. 
prevent as much as may be, all Communication 


of infected Herds with our own; and in a Word 


take every Step that the State of Things will ad- 


mit, in order to Feep or make our Stocks healthy. 
BUT I ſhall more minutely conſider the Part 


which it becomes us to act, with reſpect to the 


contagious Diſtemper, which now rageth in moſt 
Counties of this our native Kingdom. Contagi- 
ous I call it, for it hath all the Appearance poſ- 
{ible of being ſo to a very high Degree, It hath 


travelled through different Countries, from Poland. 
to Holland; from Holland it is ſuppoſed to have 
been conveyed to our own Kingdom ; from the 


Place in which it firſt broke out among us it 
hath gradually ſpread wider and wider; and in, 
moſt Places where it hath appeared Cattle s being 


ſeized with it, may be accounted for upon the 


Principles of Infection. If a Cow hath been 
brought from among an infected Herd, and join'd 
to others, tho' at a conſiderable Diſtance, the 


Conſequence hath generally been a Propagation of 
the Diſorder in that freſh Herd: Sometimes the 


Infection hath been carried, (it's highly probable) 
in the Claths of thoſe that have out of Curioſity 
viſited or been otherwiſe employed about infected 
Beaſts. Dogs and Sheep have been juſtly ſuſpect- 
ed of conveying the Contagion in their _ _ 
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| Wool * And no one that believes the Small Pox or 


ſome particular Sorts of Fevers to be catching, I 
ſhould think can make any Queſtion, as to this 


Diſtemper among our Cattle being contagious, 
H E therefore that hath a proper Regard for 


his Beaſt, while his Stock 1s healthy, will be 
careful how he admits any yreſb Catth into his 
Herd, and will cut off as much as may be, all 
Manner of Communication between his own 


Beaſts and ſuch as may be infected; or if he has 


the Misfortune to ſee any of his Cattle any way 
diſordered, he will ſeparate them without Delay 
from ſach as are ſound ; leaſt the Diſorder ſhould 
prove this reigning Epidemical one, and the heal- 
thy among his Herd receive it, and thus his 
whole Stock become endangered. But the late 


Orders of the King in Council, now paſſed into 


a Law by ſpecial Act of Parliament, are ſo pro- 


per on this Head, and if obſerved wnver/ally, 
would I am perſuaded, prove fo beneficial, that 


it's needleſs to enlarge. 


IT may be objected perhaps, to this Notion 


of the Diſtemper its being catching, that ſeveral 


Inſtances are produc'd where infected Cattle have 
| breath'd upon found ones; as thro' Rails, at 
Gates, and the like, and yet no bad Conſequen- 
ces have enſued, But theſe Inſtances I would ob- 


ſerve are very few: And have we not I would 
alſo aſk, many Inſtances of Perſons never having 
had the Small Pox, viſiting and even lying with 
their Acquaintance ſick of that Diſorder, who 
yet have not caught it? And in the moſt violent 


Epidemical Fevers, and even the Plague itſelf, 
are there not ſome who eſcape them, tho they 
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may have been pretty much in Company with 
thoſe wha have laboured under them? Nothing 


more common ! and yet very few if any, ever 
call in Queſtion the contagious Quality of thoſe 
Diſtempers. The Truth is, the Temper of Body, 
whether in Man or Beaſt, is not always the ſame ; 
but at ſome Times, both we and they are better 


fortified againſt Infection than at others; and na 
Wonder then if both we and they at ſome particular 


Times, eſcape thoſe generally prevailing Diſtem- 
pers, which in their own Nature are contagious 
and catching. „ | 

I have above recommended the Orders of Coun« 


cil, as proper to be obſerved by thoſe that are 


deſirous to prevent the Progreſs of the Diſtemper 


among us. But Multitudes I know o6ye& to them; 
ſome upon one Principle, and fome upon another, 
THERE is particularly a general Outcry a- 

gainſt killing infected Beaſts, in the Beginning of 
the Diſorder, before it can be known whether it 
will prove mortal or no, But with what Reaſon, 
I cannot ſee; for if by fo killing one or two, 

upon which the Symptoms firſt appear, the Health, 
of the reſt can be ſecured, (as upon Trial has 
often been the Caſe,) certainly it's every Man's 


Prudence ſo to kill them, For according to com- 


mon Obſervation, where it once breaks out in a 
Herd, conſiſting we will ſuppoſe of twenty Beaſts 


(if neither the infected be killed early, nor ſepara- 


ted from the ſound) not above three or four at the 
utmoſt, will eſcape Death out of thoſe twenty. In 
point of Intereſt and Prudence therefore, the Mat- 
ter ſtands thus. If the Diſtemper when it appears 
be permitted to take its free Courſe, and no re- 
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(9) 
gard be paid to the Orders of Council, he that is 
poſſeſt of twenty Beaſts, worth for Inſtance four 
Pounds per Beaſt, will probably loſe ſixteen out 
of that Number, which amount in Value to ſixty 
four Pounds; whereas, if by obſerving Orders 
he be forced to kill five, (which probably he will 
not) he is only twenty Pounds out of Pocket, 
tho' he ſhould have no Allowance from the Go» 
vernment ; but this Allowance will be had, if he 
entitles himſelf thereto, and it will make up half 
his Loſs. So that by killing five Cows according 
to Orders of Council, he will lofe only ten Pounds 
in this Caſe, inſtead of ſixty four in the other. 
A wide Difference | And what makes it till a- 
der, for every of thoſe ſixteen which are ſuppoſed 
to die of themſelves, thro' the Violence v1 the 
Diſorder, he is liable to pay ten Pounds as a Pe- 
nalty; which if levied, makes his Loſs two hun- 
dred and twenty four Pounds, TT OP | 

AND there is another Conſideration, which, 1 
was I a Farmer, would be ſtill of greater Weight I 
with me, which is, that by ſuffering the Diſtemper 


= to take its Courſe, not only my whole preſent 
Stock would be endangered, but for a long Sea- 
ſon all freſh Beaſts alſo, bought in to ſupply my 
former Loſſes. It's hard to ſay when the Cow- 
houſes or even Paſtures, where the diſtemper'd 
have languiſhed, are ſufficiently purified and 
cleanſed from the Contagion. Some Months af- 
ter the Laſs of a former Stock, the noxious Ef- 
fluvia have been ſuppoſed ta-remain, and occafion 
the Loſs of a freſh one. And indeed there is no 
calculating what your Loſſes may amount to, by 
neglecting to kill them, The Diſtemper is but 
Th | of 
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you are indiſpenſibly bound to obſerve the Laws 


(10) 
of late broke out in your Neighbourhood, and 
perhaps you may not have met with any authen- 
tic Acconnt, of the long Time requiſite, for your 
Herds being ſafely recruited. I have certain In- 
telligence from ſome Southern Counties, of ſeveral 
Perſons, whoſe Names I couid give, who have 


loſt their Stock, ſome Zwice, and ſome thrice ; 


and from a State of conſiderable Afluence, been 
reduced pretty much to that of Beggary and Want. 
BUT moſt People are ſenſible it's for their 


Intereſt ſo to kill, but pretend Scruples about the 


Lawfulneſs of ſo doing. It's oppoſing, ſay they, 
the Will of God, who hath ſent the Diſtemper as 


a Puniſhment for our crying Sins. Whether it 


be a Judgment upon us, and other Nations, 
(where it had raged many Years before it came 
Here) I ſhall not now determine, My Buſineſs 
at preſent, is to remove your Scruples, and point 
out your Duty, in the Caſe we are conſidering. 
AND there is one Paſſage of Holy Writ, 


which preſents itſelf to my Thoughts, that makes 
it indiſputably plain what Part you are to act. Let 


every Soul faith St. Paul, Rom. xiii. 1, 2, be ſub- 


jeff unto the higher Powers; for there is no 
Power but of God; the Powers that be, are or- 


dained of God. Whoſoever therefore refit eth the 
Power, refiſteth the Ordinance of God; and they 
that refiſt, (hall receive unto themſelves Damnation, 


An inſpired Apoſtle you ſee, hath pointed out 
your Duty in the Caſe, For if Subjects in gene- 


ral are to obey the Civil Laws of their Governors, 
according to the Doctrine of this Text, on pain 
of receiving to themſelves Damnation; certainly 


of 


rn 


of your Country; for according to the very Con- 
ſtitution of our Kingdom, the Concurrence of 
your ow choſen Repreſentatives in Parliament is 
neceſſary to the enacting of them. And your Bi- 
bles therefore cali upon you to obſerve the Orders 
for killing them, „ 8 
I own it's by the Vill of God, that this nati- | 
onal Calamity hath come. upon us; for he is the 


great Governor of the World, without whoſe 
Knowledge and Order, or Permiſſion, nothing | 
whatſoever, either good or bad, befalleth the 4 
Children of Men, But no one will ſay, that to 
attempt freeing ourſelves from thoſe Afflictions 
which he ſends, is in itſelf unlawful, We may, 
nay we ought to uſe all natural, lawful Means | 
for that Purpoſe : And while we confine ourſelves { 
to the Uſe of ſuch Means, leaving the Event and | 
Succeſs of them to God, neither Reaſon, nor || 
Scripture pronounce our Conduct wrong. Who = 
thinks it wrong to knock a Mad Dog in the 1 
EF Tlead, for fear Man or Beaſt ſhould be bitten by 1 
bim? Who thinks it wrong to ſend for a Surgeon, | 
when his Leg or Arm is broken; or for a Phi- | 
ktian, in Caſe of a raging threatning Diſtemper? 
Who thinks it wrong, when the Plague is known 
to be aboard a Ship, to kill ſuch of the Crew as 
offer to come to Land? Few I believe would |] 
- pronounce theſe Things wrong, and yet in all l 
theſe Inſtances we oppoſe the Will of God, as 
much as when we uſe the Means recommended, 
for putting a Stop to the Progreſs of the Diſtem- 
per among our Cattle, „ 
THE Uſe of Means perhaps you'll ſay we 
judge not to be unlawful ; but there is ſuch an 
: 5 Ap- 
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(10) 
of late broke out in your Neighbourhood, and 
perhaps you may not have met with any authen- 
tic Account, of the long Time requiſite, for your 
Herds being ſafely recruited. I have certain In- 
telligence from ſome Southern Counties, of ſeveral 
Perſons, whoſe Names I couid give, who have 
loſt their Stock, ſome Zwice, and ſome thrice ; 
and from a State of conſiderable Affluence, been 
reduced pretty much to that of Beggary and Want. 

BUT moſt People are ſenfible it's for their 
Intereſt ſo to kill, but pretend Scruples about the 
Lawfulneſs of ſo doing. It's oppoſing, ſay they, 
the Mill of God, who hath ſent the Diſtemper as 
a Puniſhment for our crying Sins. Whether it 
be a Judgment upon us, and other Nations, 
(where it had raged many Years before it came I 
Here) I ſhall not now determine. My Buſineſs ©} 
at preſent, is to remove your Scruples, and point | 
out your Duty, in the Caſe we are conſidering. 
AND there is one Paſſage of Holy Writ, 
which preſents itſelf to my Thoughts, that makes 
it indiſputably plain what Part you are to act. Let 
every Soul ſaith St. Paul, Rom, xii. 1, 2, be ſub- 

je unto the higher Powers; for there is no 
Power but of God; the Powers that be, are or- 
dained of God. IVhoſoever therefore refiſteth the 
Power, reſiſteth the Ordinance of God; and they 
that reſiſt, ſhall receive unto themſelves Damnation, 
An inſpired Apoſtle you fee, hath pointed out 

your Duty in the Caſe. For if Subjects in gene- 
ral are to obey the Civil Laws of their Governors, 
according to the Doctrine of this Text, on pain 
of receiving to themſelves Damnation; certainly 
peu are indiſpenſibly bound to obſerve the lar 
of 


= * * 


(1) 


of your Country; for according to the very Con- 


fitution of our Kingdom, the Concurrence of 


your 972 e e Repreſentatives in Parliament is 
neceſſary to the enacting of them. And your Bi- 
bles therefore call upon you to obſerve the Orders 
for killing them, 


Lon it's by the il of God, that this nati- 


onal Calamity hath come upon us; for he 1s the 


great Governor of the World, without whoſe 


Knowledge and Order, or Permiſſion, nothing 


whatſoever, either good or bad, befalleth the 
Children of Men, But no one will ſay, that to 


attempt freeing ourſelves from thoſe Afflictions 


which he ſends, is in itſelf unlawful, We may, 
nay we ought to uſe all natural, lawful Means 


for that Purpoſe : And while we confine ourſelves 


to the Uſe of ſuch Means, leaving the Event and 


Succeſs of them to God, neither Reaſon, nor 
Scripture pronounce our Conduct wrong, Who 


thinks it wrong to knock a Mad Dog in the 
IIead, for fear Man or Beaſt ſhould be bitten by 


him? Who thinks it wrong to ſend for a Surgeon, 
when his Leg or Arm is broken; or for a Phi- 


ktian, in Caſe of a raging threatning Diftemper ? 


Who thinks it wrong, when the Plague is known 


to be aboard a Ship, to kill ſuch of the Crew as 


offer to come to Land? Few I believe would 
pronounce theſe Things wrong, and yet in all 
theſe Inſtances we oppoſe the Will of God, as 


much as when we uſe the Means recommended, 


for putting a Stop to the Progreſs of the Diſtem- 
per among our Cattle, „„ 

THE Uſe of Means perhaps you'll ſay we 
judge not to be unlawful; but there is ſuch an 
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Appearance of Barbarity in thoſe preſcribed by 
Lav, as makes us ſhudder and fink at the very 
Thoughts of having Recourſe to them. And it's. 
granted, that to a righteous Man, who regards 
the Life of his Beaſt, it muſt be very grievous to 
ſee his Ox, or Cow ſufrer Violence; and it's 
g:catly to be wiſh'd, that this national Evil could 
Pave. been temiediced 1 by ſome milder Method. But 
meny have been fried, and none yet enfeered. 
By long E xperience it was found, above the Pow- 
er of Poy/ic, before our Governors directed to this 
Method of ſeeming Cruelty ; and nothing but 
mere Neceſſity forced them to it. But why I aſk 
would you be fo reluQant to kill the inlecled! Is 
there any thing more barbarons in killing them, 
which are in Pain and Miſery, than in the Slaugh- 
ter of a wanton, healthy, fat one, by the Butcher ! 
And yet if the Price pleaſeth, who ſcrupleth to 
make them the Butcke:'s Property. But you'll 
ſay, fat ones are killed for LUV, and we make 
Money of them. True; but I find then your 
Ob 0jection is not againſt pilling Cattle, but againſt 
killing them to no Profit. But it bath been be- 
fore ſhewn, that it's much for your Intereſt to 
kill them. For by prolonging for a few Days, 
it may be only their Lives, you endanger the 
Lives of your Healthy ones; not to ſay thoſe of 
your Neighbours alſo, The longer your Cattle live 
after they are once ſeized, the more corrupt doth 
the Air continually grow in which they breath, 
and the more Danger conſequently is there of 
neighbouring Herds catching the Contagion ; and 
fnce this is the Cate, why ſhould not the healthy 
ones in your Neighbourhoods have a /hare in your 
Concernz 
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Concern ; why ſhould the diftempered engrof all 
your Pity. Jienderneſi toward the infected, is 
Cruelty toward the ſound, 

METHINKS no Man, who had ever took 
the melancholy Proſpect I once did, could heſi- 
tate a Moment, as to the Courſe rue Jenderneſs 
would direct to, when the Infection firſt appears 
in a Herd. The Gentleman, in whoſe Family I 


was caſt, out of a falf? Tendernefs, letting the 
Diſtemper r have its Courſe, ſhortly had the moſt 


melancholy Scene around Pim Which the Brute 
Creation ever afforded him. Every Day brought 
freſh Trouble upon im, and added to che Num- 


ber of his Cattle that were yeiged; to that after 
ſome Time, he was even afraid to enguzrein a 
Morning of his Servants after them, and in the 
Day-time did he often return from his Viits to 


them, with a trembling Heart, and Eyes tull of 
a tender Pity towards them, 

T came tz viſit him from ſome Diſtance, when 
he had loſt five or fix out of his Stock, conſiſling 


of about forty at firſł, and tho” naturally chear/ul, 


with an unuſual Gloom and ee in his 


Countenance, he received me; but ſoon was it 
_ accounted for, upon his cates me of the Diſ- 


alter among his Cattle. The next Morning I took 
a Walk with him thro' them, but Imagination f 


cannot Paint, much leſs can ords expreſs, that 
Scene of Horror. which the Sight of them afford- 


ed. Here were a Parcel, whoſe dry Cough ſhook 
their whole Frame, and by it's Violence one would 


have thought muſt have ſoon broke the Strings of 
Lite, and put a happy Period to their Sufferings ; 
but other Stages of the Diſtemper were to be gone 
thro' 


— — — 
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thro', and further Anguiſh was ſtill in Reſerve for 
them. There were a Parcel, with /welled Eyes rea- 
dy to burſt, and fallen Ears, hanging like a 


Hounds, whole blitered Tongues and Joathſome | 
running Noſes, would have "melted the hardeſt 


Heart into Tenderneſs. Upon others all theſe 
Symptoms, be teld me had appeared, but they 


were Zhen arrived at a furcher Stage of the Dit- - 


temper, and near them truly ic was no abiding, 
ſo thin was their Dung, and fo offenfive to the 
Smell, (thro' Puſtules or little Pieces of corrupted 
Fleſh, which from the Lungs or Bowels that Way 
came from them,) and theſe he expected Were ncar 


Death. 
NOW if by timely knocking a few in the 


Head, which inſtantly deprives them of all Senſe 


(for I think it preferable to ſboorzng) you can fave, 


not only thoſe few, from all that Anguiſh which 
otherwiſe lies before them, but all other too, from 
_ theirs to whom they might communicate the Diſ- 
temper, certainly Tenderneſs will direct you fo to 


do. When led to the Hole of the Pit, Beaſts are 
not ſenſible of what is intended to be done to them 


and the fatal Blow itſelf, in point of Pain, is no 


more to them, than a Sharp Stroke probably of an 


Aſh-Plant, and what is this pray, to all that An- 


guiſh and Suffering which the Huſe dry Cough, 
the bliſter'd Tongue, and fwelPd Eyes &c. muſt in 
the Courſe of the Diſtemper make them undergo. 


And as the Sailors bound for Tarſpiſb, threw Jonab 


over board, (tho with Reluctance,) in order to fave 
the Lives of the whole Ships Crew, and he con- 
ſented thereto rather than that they ſhould all periſh 
thro! a talſe Tenderneſs for bim: So in the preſent 

Caſe 
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Caſe; could we ſuppoſe Beaſts to have Senſe and 


to be capable of reafoning, the infected themſelves 
would conſent, that the Sound ſhould be put out 


of Danger, by their own Lives being made a Sa- 


crifice for the common Safety, Read the Paſſage at 


large in your Bibles; for I think it ſets in a very 


clear Light, the Courſe which rue Tenderneſs will 


direct to. Tenderneſs will prompt a Man to uſe 

ſeeming Severity towards Individnals, when the 

Safety of a Community or larger Body depends up- 
on his doing it. | 

e 2 5 9 

I T may be aſked perhaps, what Reaſon there 1s 


to think, that the Merhod preſcribed by Law will 


be a Meansof preventing the Diſtemper's Progreſs, 


J anſwer; the ſtrongeſt poftible, viz, Fact and Ex- 
perience, againſt which there is no arguing. We 
are very credibly informed, that when this Dif- 


temper firſt attacked Shrop/hire, thro' the Vigi- 
lance and Care of the Magiſtrates and other Gen- 


ilemen there, the Orders of Council were ſtrictly 
executed; by which Means an entire Stop was 
put to it for a conſiderable Time, and that when 
it broke in upon them afreſþ from neighbouring 


Counties, where leſs Care was taken, it was 


again ſtopt by the ſame Means. The ſame we 
are told was the Succeſs of this Method in Oxford- 


ſoire. And was the Experiment univerſally made 
at one and the ſame Time, I doubr not but a 


happy Period would be every where ſhortly put 


10 it. 


8OME have argued that the Reaſons for this 
Method would hold equally ſtrong, for immedi- 
ately putting to Death ſuch Children as are firſt 
viſited with the Small Pox, in a Town or Village 

NEED | where 
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where there is Danger of that Diſorder ſpreading. 
But is there no Difference between the Life of a 
Man and the Life of a Beaſt? Are we conſtituted 
Lords over our Fellow Creatures, or over the Brute 
Creation only? Evidently the laſt, No Man hath 
a right to take awav the Life of another, till that 
other hath, by his Wickedneſs, rendered himſelf 
unfit to live in Society. And we have moreover 
(as I obſerv'd above) an Act of Parliament to 
plead in our Behalf, when we kill our Beaſts as 
directed; but nothing of that Sort to alledge in 
ou r Juſtification for having Killed Children; which 


loan us Subjects, always conſtitute a wide Dif- 
ference, ge 


DON'T miſtake me, as tho' I had afferted 
that an Act of Parliament could make it ones Du< 
ty to kill Children in any Cafe, It will be time 
enough to argue that Point, if the Legiſlature in 
any Kingdom ſhould ever direct to it. "All that I 
alledge is, that fince our King, the Lords and 
Commons of Great Britain, even our whole Le. 
giſlature, have ordered this Step with relation to 
our Cattle, it's not only juſtifiable to yield Obedi- 
_ ence, 'but in Conference we are bound thereto. 
Our Cattle are Part of our Property; the late 
| Law about them affecteth us, not in our Religi- 
ous, but Civil Capacities merely; its aim is the 
Nations Good. Now what is Government pray ? 
What good Ends can be ever anſwer'd by it, if it 
hath not a Right to make Laws, whereby the 
Property of its "Subjects ſhall be diſpoſed of in 
ſuch Manner, as ſhall beſt promote the Welfare 
of the Community in general. 
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I ſhall conciude with a few Reflections, Firſt. 


How unreaſonable and groundleſs are the Clamours 


of too many, againſt ſuch of our Magi/irates as 
are vigilant and active in their Stations, to put in 


Execution the Orders by Law preſcribed. 


MAGISTRATES are not only authort- 
zed but required by their very Office, to take the 
Steps they do; the Law which they execute is 
moreover a coholeſome Law, calculated for the pub- 


lic Good; and all that rail againit them, would do 


well ſeriouſly to conſider, -what St, Peter declares 
will be the Doom of thoſe, that thus ſpeak Evil 


of Dignities, 2 Ep. 2 Ch. 12 v. They ſhall ut- 
terly, faith he, periſh in their own Corruption, and 


receive the Reward of ſuch their Unrighteoumeſs, 


SECONDLY, How deſerving of univerſal. 
Contempt muſt thoſe in ſuperior Stations of Life 
be, (if any ſuch ſhould be found) who, tho' they 
have no /c/zd Reaſons againſt the Methods preſcri- 
bed by Law, in the Cate We have been conſider- 
ing, yet fly in the Face of Government, paying 
no regard to the Orders themſelves, and not con- 
tent with this, diſcourage others who are under 
their Influence, from paying a regard thereto 


alſo, 5 . . EE 
HAD the Orders been made by the King or 


his Council only, from a Principle of Oppoſition 
to our Miniſtry, their Conduct might have been 
accounted for ; and one would have been inclined 
to pity thoſe unhappy Prejudices, which had 
prompted them to oppoſe Meaſures fo ſalutary and 
_ uſeful, But ſince the Lords Spiritual and Tempo- 
ral of this Kingdom, and the lower Houſe of Par- 


liament, empowered the Ng in his Council to 


—_— 
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make the Orders af fir/t, and have the very laſt Seſ- 


ſion approved and confirmed them by expreſs Aer 


of Parliament. I cannot fee how ſuch Gentlemen, 
even in the Judgment of Charity itſelf, can be 
_ deemed otherwiſe than Enemies to their native 
Country and Deſpiſers of all Government, They 
may. have ovtained the Name of Patriots, but if 


this be their Patriotiſm, my hearty Prayer to Gd 


is; from all ſuch Patriots good Lord deliver us, 
BM falling in with popular Prejudices in this 
Inſtance, they may hope to ingratiate themſelves 
perhaps with the Country, againſt ſome future 
Seaſon, when the Shouts and Acclamations of the 
People may ſtand them in good ſtead: But, I 
doubt not their deteſtable /awl/e/s Conduct will in 
Time be ſeen in it's true Light, and meet from all 
true Engliſhmen that Contempt, which it juſtly 

merits. © ” 85 5 
I ſhall cloſe all, with a ſhort Addreſs to ſuch of 
you, as would be thought to make Conſcience of 
your Duty, and look upon this Diſtemper as ſent 
by Almighty God in the Way of Judgment upon 
our Nation for its crying Sins. 


MANY it muſt be confeſſed are the Abomi- 


nations committed in the midſt of us; ſuch is their 
Nature and ſuch their Number, as to juſtify the 


ſupreme Being, in ſhowering down his heavieſt. 
| Judgments upon our Land: And be it vour daily 


Care not to add to the Load of our Nations Guilt 
by any Wickedneſs of your own. 7 


HOW ſoon the Meaſure of our Iniquities may 
be filled up, God only knows; but without a 


Spirit of Prophecy one may moſt certainly foretell, 
that the Liberty of us Subjects, perverted wo " 
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daily ſee into Licentiouſneſe, muſt of itſelf, ac- 
cording to the natural Courſe of Things, ſoon 
diſſolve the very cement of all Society, good 
Government, and occaſion Univerfal Anarchy and 
Confuſion. God himſelf cannot ſave us from 
Ruin, without a Miracle, if our growing Licen- 
iouſueſs be not ſpeedily put a Stop to. 
= W HILE others therefore think themſelves 
= qualified to judge of the Meaſures of their Gover- 
nor, tho' ſcarce equal to the proper Management 
” of their own private and dome/i1c Affairs; while 
others think themſelves at Liberty, in all Compa- 
nies, to bring railing Accuſation againſt thoſe in 
Authority, when their Meaſures don't pleaſe ; 
while others will obey ſome of the moſt impor- 
tant Laws of the Realm, in inch Inſtances only, 
as they themſelves approve of, not being any long- 
er Doers of the Law, (as their Stations require) 
but uſurping the Seat of Judges; be it your Care 
to live peaceable and quiet Lives, under the Go- 
vernment ſet over you, in all Godlineſs and Honeſty. 
TFT H O' you can't wholly approve of ſome 
Meaſures in the Adminiſtration, not knowing the 
Reaſons your Governors may have for them; yet 
While the Ends of good Government are purſued 
= ſteadily in the main, and no oppreſſive Laws e- 
nacted, certainly it's your Duty, certainly it's 
your Iutereſt to keep Silence, cheariully paying all 
JJJ;æé 5 
NOW that our Land may be reformed, and 
People of all Ranks do the Duties of their reſpec- 
tive Stations; that our own Rod may not correct 
us, and prevailing Iniquity prove our Ruin ; that 
our Land may be ſoon freed from that heavy Ca- 
lamity I have referr'd to in this Treatiſe, is the 
fervent Wiſh and Prayer of The Autbor. 
55 „„ 
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P. S. There is, I'm told, a Scheme 1n Cheſtire 


new exccuting, appreyed of by Perſons of all 
Ranks and of all Farties in Far County, fo ge- 


nerally beneficial, and par ticularly to Farmers, 


that I think it müden on me to inform the 


Public thereof. In brief it's this. 


THAT all (ſuch Perſons in every Pariſh, as 
Mall ſubſcribe 18d. for eve; 'y Cow they have, 20 


by oportjonab! y fo Sterks and rearing Calves, while 
'S 


heir Herd eis healthy, ſhall in cafe their Cattle are 


{cized, and they conform to the Orders of Coun— 
cil) be eituled to one fourth Part of the Value 


of every — {t they loſe, (if not worth above four 
Pounds) andWþall fupon their having receiv'd the 


er * Allowance) have paid to them the 


ſaid fourih Part, out of the Stock thus raiſed, and 
from Time to Time maintained; which Stock i Is 


to be Io odged 1 in the Hands of ſome Perſon of Cre- 


dit and Fortune, within their reſpective Pariſhes ; | 
and when the Diſtemper hath ceaſed, and ſuch a 
Pariſh-ſtock is judged no loriger neceſſary, every 


Subſcriber hi ll receive back a rateable Share of 
what rema vs in the Treaſurer's Hands, whoſe 


Accounts ma ay upon reœaſ- nable Requeit, be at any 
Time inſpected, 


AND Landlords alſo engage to allow their 


Rack Tenants #nother ſuch like. fourth Part, 
S O that according to this Scheme, no Rack 
Tenant is obliged to loſe more than his Subſcription 


 Monev, tho his whole Stock die, ſuppoi 7g no Bea Z 


therein be worth above four Pounds. 
BUT there are other excellent Articles, which 


do Henour to it's Author and Encouragers, as I 


learn from the Scheme itſelf, publiſh'd at large 


in the Mancher Magazine, Sept. 19, 1749, 8 


which I refer the Rester 
F 1 N 5 8. 
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